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ICE JOINS LOCAL COMMUNITY IN SAN JUAN’S 

“NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME” 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) joined the law enforcement 
community, civic groups, and neighborhood organizations last night at the Roberto Clement Coliseum to 
participate in the fifth “National Night Out Against Crime” campaign. 

The annual event is hosted by the law enforcement community here in an effort to heighten drug and crime 
prevention awareness. Individuals from over 50 communities in the capital city participated in this year’s 
event. 

ICE’s participation and displays were among the most popular of the event. ICE agents, wearing their full 
gear, greeted and explained the ICE mission to attendees and demonstrated the use of equipment. Children 
had the opportunity to go inside the ICE Hummer and other vehicles on display and learned about Internet 
safety from the cyber crimes group. 

Mayor Jorge Santini Padilla commended ICE for its role in fighting crime in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean 
Basin. 

“Thank you for being here, for the security you provide us and for being such an important part of our 
community,” said Mayor Santini. “Through our continued and dedicated efforts to fight crime, local, state 
and federal law enforcement agencies will continue to make our communities a better place to live.” 

With the arrival of U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP) Black Hawk helicopter to the event, ICE 
agents took charge and showed spectators, mostly children, the singularly distinctive CBP helicopter. 

“Although assigned to Puerto Rico from several places in the mainland, the ICE family here sees San Juan as 
its community, its home,” said Lydia St. John-Mellado, acting special agent-in-charge in Puerto Rico. “We, 
at ICE, know how important it is to work not only for the community but with the community as well. Our 
presence at this year’s “National Night Out Against Crime” is a reflection of our commitment to protect the 
citizens of San Juan and Puerto Rico.” 
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Puerto Rico’s “National Night Out Against Crime” has been voted among the best in the nation. ICE has 
participated in the event since ICE’s creation in March 2003. 

# ICE # 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of five integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


